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Our mission

Our mission
▪

The mission of our school is to equip every scholar with the knowledge,
confidence, and character to succeed in college and beyond.

▪

Our scholars will, from the earliest grades, steadily build a strong
foundation of learning habits, critical-thinking skills, and knowledge; excel
academically in the middle and high schools; and graduate as confident
young adults, prepared to succeed as college scholars, citizens, and
leaders in their chosen fields.

Our mission: K-12 and beyond
The mission of our school is to
equip every student with the
knowledge, confidence, and
character to succeed in
college and beyond.

High School
Middle School
Lower School

College

By offering a rich liberal arts education
in a supportive environment, we
animate children’s natural sense of
curiosity and prepare students to think
on their own, thrive on their own, and
engage the world as informed,
responsible citizens.

Results
Our liberal arts curriculum, inquiry-based
instructional practices, and supportive
cultural model produce inspiring gains in
student achievement, while promoting
independence and agency.
Over the four-year period from school year
2015 to school year 2019, the percentage of
Ascend students found proficient or
advanced in ELA rose from 25.3 to 61, and
in math from 31.7 to 72, a gain of more than
30 percentage points in both subjects.

What makes us different
▪

A rigorous liberal arts education with college-style classes. Students are
encouraged to pursue their curiosities—not just follow a rigid and bland
curriculum.

▪

A supportive, warm school environment that relies on a proven method
called Responsive Classroom. Students do not receive merits and
demerits, instead they are empowered to take responsibility for their
actions; everyone is treated with respect.

▪

Private, beautiful buildings—not co-located with other schools.

▪

An environment to learn important fundamentals, but also be exposed to
rich extracurriculars.

Our schools

The Ascend network
▪

School Name

▪

Year Opened:

▪

Number of students:

▪

Grades served:

▪

Principal:

▪

Once enrolled, your
child can remain with
Ascend through high
school graduation.

Liberal arts curriculum
an ambitious liberal arts curriculum—
focused on the development of
intellectual curiosity, confidence, and
student voice
● college-style seminar classes that
encourage discourse
● inquiry-based learning in multiple
subjects allows students to explore the
world and build their critical thinking
skills
● full alignment with the Common Core
standards
●

Academics
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪

English language arts
Math
Science
Spanish
Music
Movement
Art
Physical Education

English language arts
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪

Phonics
Guided Reading
Literature Circle
Social Studies
Grammar
Writing

Math
▪

▪

Number Stories: Students devise their
own solutions to a math problem,
compare their different strategies, and
deepen their mathematical thinking.
Math Workshop: Using materials from
Singapore math, the program focuses
on building problem-solving skills and
in-depth understanding of skills and
concepts.

Science
Students develop the ability to observe, describe, compare, inquire, and
evaluate, while studying the big ideas and essential core concepts of science.
They learn to follow the scientific method and see the world as scientific
inquirers.

Special areas
▪
▪
▪
▪

Yoga/mindfulness
Physical Education
Dance
Art

Responsive classroom and restorative justice
▪

Students at Ascend develop
agency—not compliance—as we
tap Responsive Classroom in
place of “No Excuses.”

▪

Students do not receive merits
and demerits; instead they are
empowered to act with respect.

▪

Our school environments are
warm and focused. Students and
teachers act as a team.

Uniforms
▪
▪

Scholars will not be expected to wear uniforms during remote instruction
Scholars will be expected to attend in-person school in full uniform, when
in-person instruction resumes

Parents as partners
▪

We work together to
build the critical habits
for success in school and
life.

School year 2020-21 vision

Our phased approach to SY21
A phased approach to the school year, with ramp-up to in-person learning; all subject to change

Aug 31 Sept 4

Sept 8 Oct 16

Student and
family
orientations

Phase 1

Technology
distribution
Daily schedules
published

Oct 19 forward
Phase 2 and beyond
To be determined and communicated by Oct 2,
and every six to eight weeks thereafter

All students (K-12)
in remote learning
mode

At all levels, ENL scholars and those with IEPs
are prioritized for in-person learning

Grades K, 1, 9, 12 prioritized for in-person learning

Safety training
Families may choose 100% remote learning option at any time

School calendar
August
31

Student and family orientations, technology trainings begin

September
8
18

First day of school for grades K-12
Professional development; No students at BAHS

October
2
5
9
12
13
16
19
23
26
30

Professional development; No students at BACS, BAMS
Professional development; No students at CHACS, EBACS
Professional development; No students at BVLS, BVMS
Indigenous People’s Day; No school for all students
Professional development; No students at BAHS
Professional development; No school for all K-8 students
Professional development; No students at CALS, CAMS
Professional development; No students at BWMS, BWLS
Professional development; No students at CBACS, CBAMS
Professional development; No students at EFACS, LGACS

November
3
6
11
19-20
25-27
December
4
11
dismissal
23-31

Election Day; No school for all students
Professional development; No school for all K-8 students
BAHS progress report conferences, 1:00pm dismissal
Veterans Day; No school for all students
Progress report conferences K-8, 1:00pm dismissal
Thanksgiving holiday; No school for all students
Professional development; No school for all K-8 students
Select progress report conferences at BAHS, 1:00pm
Winter break; No school for all students

January
1
4
BAHS
8
all K-8 students
18
all students
February
12
BAHS
15-19
25-26
1:00pm dismissal
March
12
BAHS
29-31
April
1-2
May
28
BAHS, 1:00pm dismissal
31
June
10
11
dismissal
15

Winter break; No school for all students
Professional development; No students at
Professional development; No school for
Martin Luther King, Jr. Day; No school for

Professional development; No students at
February break; No school for all students
Select report card conferences K-8,

Professional development; No students at
Spring break; No school for all students
Spring break; No school for all students
Select progress report conferences at
Memorial day; No school for all students
Grades K-8 1:00 dismissal
Grades K-8 last day of school, 1:00
Last day of regular instruction at BAHS

First days of school

September 8 is the first day of school
for grades K-12.
100% of students will start in
remote learning mode.

Remote learning sample daily schedule: Grades 1-2
Most of each day is spent in live, real-time learning with teachers
Monday – Thursday

8:00-8:30 am (Live)
8:30-9:00 am (Live)
9:00-9:15 am
9:15-10:15 am (Live)
10:15-11:15 am
11:15-12:00 pm (Live)
12:00-12:30 pm (Live)
12:30-12:45 pm
12:45-1:15 pm (Live)
1:15-1:30 pm
1:30-1:45 pm (Live)
1:45-2:00 pm
2:00-2:45 pm (Pre-recorded)

Morning Meeting
Fundations - Phonics
Break
Guided Reading
Lunch Break
Math Workshop
Number Stories
Break
Read Aloud
Break
Closing Circle
Break
Science or Specials

Friday

8:00-8:30 am (Live)
8:30-9:00 am (Live)
9:00-9:15 am
9:15-10:00 am (Live)
10:00-10:45 am (Live)
10:45-11:15 am (Live)
11:15-12:15 pm
12:15-12:45 pm (Live)
12:45-1:15 pm
1:15-1:30 pm (Live)

Morning Meeting
Fundations - Phonics
Break
Guided Reading
Math Response to Data
Writing
Lunch
Read Aloud
Break
Closing Circle

Remote learning sample daily schedule: Grades 3-4
Most of each day is spent in live, real-time learning with teachers
Monday – Thursday

8:00-8:30 am (Live)
8:30-9:00 am (Live)
9:00-9:15 am
9:15-10:00 am (Live)
10:00-11:00 am
11:00-11:45 am (Live)
11:45-12:15 pm (Live)
12:15-12:30 pm
12:30-1:15 pm (Live)

1:15-1:30 pm
1:30-1:45 pm (Live)
1:45-2:00 pm
2:00-2:45 pm (Pre-recorded)

Morning Meeting
Writing
Break
Guided Reading
Lunch Break
Math Workshop
Number Stories
Break
Shared Text or
Literature Circle
Break
Closing Circle
Break
Science or Specials

Friday

8:00-8:30 am (Live)
8:30-8:45 am
8:45-9:30 am (Live)
9:30-9:45 am
9:45-10:30 am (Live)
10:30-11:30 am
11:30am-12:15 pm (Live)
12:15-12:30 pm
12:30-1:15 pm (Live)
1:15-1:30 pm (Live)

Morning Meeting
Break
Guided Reading
Break
Math Response to Data
Lunch Break
Literature Circle
Break
ELA Response to Data
Closing Circle

Attendance
▪
▪

Our goal is 100% attendance for every scholar

▪

Always contact the school if you expect that your child will be absent or
will miss instruction

Ensuring your scholar is in school, on time daily, is a critical component to
our partnership

Family conferences
▪
▪
▪

Family conferences with teachers are scheduled in the winter and spring.
Parents and/or guardians are expected to attend all family conferences.
Additional conferences may be held as needed at the request of the
parent or guardian or the school.

Progress reports & report cards
▪
▪
▪
▪

Progress report 1 - family conferences - November
Report card 1 - select family conferences - February
Progress report 2 - family conferences - April
Report card 2 - select family conferences - June

Student support services
Programs include

▪
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪

integrated co–teaching
SETTS
hearing education
physical therapy
occupational therapy
speech therapy
counseling
paraprofessionals

Our goal
Ascend provides a variety of
supports and services to ensure
that our English language learners
and students with disabilities
make academic gains, find their
independence, and build selfadvocacy.

In-person considerations

Meetings and Building Access
▪ During remote learning, access to our buildings will be limited to
designated times and days for distribution services such as:

▪ Grab and go meal service
▪ Technology pick-up
▪

School staff may be working from our building, but meetings and family
conferences will be conducted virtually

Services: Student Meals & Busing
Grab-and-go meals
▪ Students learning remotely will have the option of picking up daily grab-and-go breakfast
and lunch meals, free of charge, from their school.
▪ All physical distancing and safety protocols will be enforced during this meal pick up
process.
▪ Please check our website for updated information.
Busing
▪ When in-person learning is available, eligible Ascend students have access to the NYC
Department of Education yellow bus service.
▪ If the NYCDOE does not provide bus service or the availability is limited, we will provide
those eligible students with Metrocards or support families in leveraging remote learning.
▪ Ascend will rely on NYC DOE’s Office of Pupil Transportation to ensure that school bus
companies and personnel follow all appropriate guidelines for safety.

Health and Safety
▪

We will abide by strict health and safety guidelines

▪

Health and safety protocols are subject to change as we adapt to evolving
City and State guidance and learn from other schools that have opened
successfully

▪ We will provide more in-depth information and training on health and
safety protocols for staff, students and families prior to returning to inperson learning

Campus health and safety protocols

When in-person learning occurs, we currently plan to follow these protocols:
Physical distancing of at least six feet will be maintained. Floor markings and signage have been
installed to guide students, staff and visitors to ensure that they remain at least six feet apart in lines
and at other times.
Students and staff will be organized into small group cohorts of no more than 15 students which will
remain the same throughout the school day. Student cohorts will not join or mix with other cohorts.
Everyone on campus (students, staff, visitors) is required to wear face coverings at all times, unless they
are medically unable to do so, or when eating or drinking.
In order to avoid gathering in common areas, meals will be taken within classrooms. We will provide
individually packed meals and condiments and utilize disposable utensils and dishes. We will also
provide grab and go meals for students learning 100% remotely.
Daily health screenings, including temperature checks, must be completed for all students and schoolbased staff every morning, prior to entering the school.
In the event that there is a suspected or confirmed COVID-19 case, we will implement NYC DOH
isolation/quarantine protocols and support public health officials in contact tracing efforts.

Campus health and safety protocols

When in-person learning occurs, we currently plan to follow these protocols:
Increased, routine cleaning and disinfection will occur multiple time per day, with special attention to
high-touch surfaces. Each student’s belongings will be separated from others’ and kept in individually
labelled containers.
Heating, cooling, and ventilation systems at all Ascend facilities meet all CDC requirements. Where
applicable, bolts have been removed from windows to ensure optimal airflow in classrooms. Our
ventilation systems have been upgraded with the highest rated filters that our systems will
accommodate. We have also increased filter change frequencies. Ascend facilities currently cannot
accommodate outdoor learning

Only two students will be allowed into each restroom at one time unless the students are from the
same cohort. We will create a handwashing schedule for students and will teach and reinforce
handwashing with soap and water for at least 20 seconds. Hand sanitizing stations will be installed
throughout each building.

Response to COVID-19 cases
Classroom
Closure/
Disinfection

Confirmed COVID19 Case
▪

▪

Student or
teacher
reports
confirmed
status
Student or
teacher is
isolated and
sent home

▪

▪

Classroom is
closed and
cohort is
dismissed
Disinfection /
cleaning take
places

Quarantine &
Remote
Learning
▪

Entire cohort
quarantines at
home for 14 days

▪

Remote Learning
takes effect
during this time

Support Health
Authorities’
Contact Tracing
▪

Support NYC DOH
and other
authorities with
contact tracing

* The above protocols are in line with NYC DOE/DOH policy and NYS guidance and are
subject to change as guidance evolves

Technology

Technology
▪
▪

All families will pick up laptops, chargers, and tech user manuals for their
students the week of August 31-September 4.
Students and families must treat these laptops like gold! Students will
have this computer the whole year for both remote and in-person
instruction. Personal computers will not be allowed into our school
buildings and the laptops students are issued cannot be replaced.

Online platforms
▪

Students will start each day and class period by accessing their Google
Classroom

▪

Most class periods will start by using a link within Google Classroom to do
a video call on RingCentral with the whole class

▪

Teachers will direct students within Google Classroom to other online
learning platforms for reading, science, math, and others

▪

Students will be able to view scores for graded assignments within the
Illuminate Student Portal

Questions?
_____________________________________

Stay connected
Brownsville Ascend Middle School
1501 Pitkin Avenue
Brooklyn, NY 11212

Main Office: 347-294-2650
Email: bvms_ops@ascendlearning.org
Website: https://www.bvms.ascendlearning.org/

Thank you.
_____________________________________

